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Learn to do what is right! Seek justice, encourage the oppressed, 
defend the cause of the fatherless, plead the case of the widow and the orphan.  Isaiah 1:17Fall 2017 Newsletter

Our God is the Faithful Provider
By: Mark Vermeer, Vice President/Treasurer

As I look back to the many years of being a part of Katelyn’s Fund, I can really tell the 
story of how we have experienced the Lord’s faithfulness to this ministry.  I think to the 
early days of prayer that the board engaged in for the ministry, and where we thought 
the Lord could take it, and what it would look like in 10 years.  At the time, those 
thoughts seemed lofty and unattainable.  And honestly they were – in our own strength 
and determination – but we believed the calling on the ministry to be part of His plan 
and by bringing it before the Lord first, we have been able to see how He can do so 
much more than we could ask or imagine.  10 years have come and gone for Katelyn’s 
Fund, in fact, more than 12 years to be precise.  To tell of His goodness through those 
years would take many, many pages!  Simply put, we serve a good, good Father.  The last 
couple weeks I have been pondering in my heart the verse Hebrews 11:6 “And without 
faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  How do I define Faith, 
and how strong is my faith.  Thankfully, just a few verses earlier in Hebrews 11, faith is 
defined in verse 1 “Now Faith is the confidence in what we hope for and the assurance 
of what we do not see.”  When I look back to those early days many years ago, we had 
a confidence in the Lord that he would provide for all of the needs of this ministry, not 
even knowing what those needs would be.  We had a confidence to the calling that was 
on the ministry.  We had a confidence in Him to what we hoped for.  At that time, we 
hoped that He would provide for the ministry in the family financial grant program.  We 
set out on that path with a childlike assurance in Him.  It is the second part of the faith 
definition that is more real today.  “The assurance of what we do not see.”  We didn’t see 
how many grants would be dispersed to new families each month (now an average of 
seven each month).  We didn’t see how the family support arm of the ministry would 
grow.  We didn’t see the needs that would arise with One Vision orphanage in Haiti.  We 
didn’t see all of the teams and people it would take to keep the ministry functioning.  
We didn’t see it.  BUT HE DID!  He knew just how the years would unfold the different 
pieces of the ministry.  He knew just how friends and churches and businesses would 
partner financially with the ministry.  He knew that a stirring in the hearts of His 
children (young and old) would draw them unto himself.  He knew it all!  He knows 
it all!  Would I have had a faith back then to see what is today?  That can be where 
I get stuck - on what I can see.  And that is why that verse has been resonating with 
me.  I cannot please God when I haven’t surrendered all to Him.  I cannot please God 
when I don’t seek him, first, with all that I have.  If I hold on to something in my own 
strength, I don’t allow Him to show his goodness.  I put a limit on his reward when I 
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     “MY DAUGHTER, MY SON…” 

 
I can’t go to Haiti and not be wrecked. Not because what I see 
is unbearable, but because it is so overwhelmingly beautiful. I 
don’t want to romanticize Haiti or the broken systems of 
government, cyclical poverty, and generations of bondage. 
But what I’ve seen when I come through the gate of the 
orphanage is different. 
 
He stretches what I call “family”. He redefines what I call 
“home”. He leaves me wrestling with a thousand 
uncertainties. Every. Single. Time. 
 
But one thing I know for sure is this: He has knit our hearts to 
theirs in way that I believe only He can do. My heart’s cry 
was echoed in two simple words, spoken by orphanage 
director when we visited Haiti this past June: “Welcome 
Home.” 

 
Now I’m not moving to Haiti, and I’m not saying you should either, but I am saying that when we create the space for the 
Lord to redefine some of our simplest terms, the miles between nations feels small. He invites us to be a part of a family. 
He invites us to look into the eyes of a child who may always be distances away and say, “My daughter! My son! I have 
chosen and I will fight for you…” 
 
Maybe you’ve been looking for an opportunity to partner in this way, and if so, we want to invite you to be part of our 
FAMILY. We want to invite you to come alongside of us, as together we raise up MIGHTY SONS and DIGNIFIED 
DAUGHTERS in Christ. 
 
One way you can do this is by sponsoring a FAMILY GROUP. 
 
A family group is a smaller group of 6-12 children and 1 mommy that 
functions as a “family” within the larger whole group at the orphanage. For the 
most part, the children in this group are same sex and close in age. They live in 
the same dorm, care for each other as brothers/sister do, share in a weekly 
Bible Study, + help their mommy. We love this special way of making our kids 
feel more like a child and less like an orphan. Within the smaller context, there 
is focus; there is room to be seen + heard, which can sometimes get lost in a sea 
of 63 other faces. 
 

WHAT DOES BEING A FAMILY GROUP SPONSOR MEAN? 
● Being a Family Group Sponsor means intentionally committing to love, invest in, and pray for a small group of kids 

at the orphanage, while also helping to meet the daily needs of the orphanage. 
● It gives the sponsor access to our private Facebook page where we share timely updates, videos, photos, and prayer 

requests. 
● The sponsor will also receive the monthly updates via e-mail and an annual hard copy photo + update, specific 

to their sponsored family group. 
● A picture of the sponsor will be posted on a bulletin board in the family group’s dormitory so that they can get to 

know you and pray for you as well. 
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 HOW MUCH DOES A FAMILY GROUP SPONSORSHIP COST? 
● You may choose to partner with a family group for any amount between $50-$500. 

 
HOW MANY SPONSORS CAN SPONSOR A FAMILY GROUP? 

● The number of sponsors depends on the amount of giving. We would like to have each Family Group sponsored at 
$500. This could look like 5 people at $100 each, 10 at $50 each, or any combination in between. 

HOW CAN YOU - THE CHILD’S INDIVIDUAL SPONSOR - HELP? 
● Talk to someone who you think might be interested! Your parents, grandparents, in-laws, friends, etc. 
● Tell people about our sponsorship program and how special loving this child has been for you and your family. 

Invite them to be a part of their life, as well! 
● Ask them to contact lindsey@katelynsfund.org with their interest or send their name and contact information back 

to us through the attached piece of paper. 
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Adoption Stories

The Barber Family

Scott and Jane

Children: Ian (11) and we are excited to bring home Xander 
who is 9 years old and lives in the Philippines

Church: Grace Community Church in Worthington, MN

Though we live in Minnesota we are from Nebraska and our adoption journey begins there. When Ian was a little over 2, 
Jane was pregnant with a little brother or sister for him. However, 6 months before we moved to Minnesota for Scott to go to 
Seminary we had a miscarriage. Our world was rocked.  But these things happen, we were told, we will get pregnant again. 
However, we did not get pregnant.

The reality and grief of infertility became more pronounced over next several years. One morning, in the car on the way to 
bible study Jane was listening to Christian radio. A woman was sharing her experience with secondary infertility; after their 
first child they were unable to have any more.  She shared about how their story was redeemed by adoption.  Something about 
her story made Jane weep.  Jane felt God nudging speaking to her heart that this would be our story too. 

Our plan for 3 or 4 children wasn’t happening.  We were broken over this dream not being realized. But in the midst of it, our 
hearts were opened to adoption and we began to research and pray for guidance and direction. We began to talk with others 
who have adopted and friends and family to help us discern if adoption was a fit for us. 

3 years out of seminary into Scott’s first pastorate we sensed the Lord directing us to take action and begin the adoption 
process. Now, over 3 years later, we are excited to be bringing home our 9 year old son, Xander.  We are working with an agency 
to adopt from the Philippines through a waiting child program.  

seek anything other than Him first.  The reward is not an earthly reward.  The reward is the closeness to the Father, to know 
the things of His heart, to experience His love washing over us.  I have experienced His love so often over the years as those 
times when a need was there and the Lord provided just the right person, church, or business, at the right time with the right 
financial resources.  Your partnership is so truly appreciated.  How can we say enough other than Thank You!  The Lord has 
used you beyond measure to bless others.  Will you continue your financial partnership with us?  We need you!  The needs 
continue to grow.  An average $21,000 budget need of seven grants each month to adoptive families, and an equal average 
$21,000 budget need each month to sustain the kids and staff in the One Vision orphanage in Haiti.  As we look ahead, it can 
be overwhelming.  It can be a testing of our faith, a testing of our confidence in His faithfulness to provide for all of it.  But 
HE IS FAITHFUL!  He will provide.  You have been, you are, and you will be a demonstration of His faithfulness!  You are a 
vessel in His service.  You are appreciated in so many ways! Thank you so much for your past and future support.  

Continued from front page
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As we entered the adoption process we knew that the costs would be a heavy burden, but we were convinced that God had 
called us to this and therefore He would provide. Katelyn’s Fund is an answer to our prayers and confidence in God’s faithful 
provision. However, Katelyn’s fund is so much more than a grant funding organization! They are prayer warriors who provide 
an invaluable resource and incalculable blessing of spiritual and relational support in the adoption process. We could not have 
imagined that God would bless us with this amazing support team that would be a resource to us throughout our adoption.

The Choy Family

Carosn and Joni

Children: August (2)

Church: Belmore Baptist Church in San Angelo, Texas

We are so thankful to Katelyn’s Fund for being a part of bringing our son home.  Both of our fathers were adopted and we 
knew that we wanted to also adopt a child. We figured we would have biological children first and then begin the adoption 
process. However God had other plans. After struggling with infertility for many years, we knew God was leading us to start 
the adoption process and trust Him as He had a beautiful plan for our family. This July we brought home our precious son from 
China. We are so honored that God has allowed us to be his parents. We pray our son will come to know the Lord and serve 
Him all the days of his life.

The Garner Family

Ron and Tonya

Children: Samuel (15), Benjamin (13), Abigail (11), and Elizabeth 
(9)

Church: Bethel Church, Bluffton Indiana

It has been our desire for years to one day be able to adopt a little girl from China. Even before having biological children our 
hearts ached at the thought of so many little girls being forsaken in China because of the one child per family policy. Over the 
years, there have been many circumstances that have pushed adoption to the back burner, but we have never lost sight of the 
call to one day adopt. Since that time we have been involved with several families that have adopted internationally. We have 
supported others with donations, prayer, and involvement in their lives.

China, because of their income requirements was a country that has been out of reach for us. Since having children we have 
committed to being a one income household so that Tonya can be at home to raise the kids and educate them. Though we 
have no debt and we are good stewards of what God provides, we have always been in smaller churches where our needs are 
provided for, but by the world’s standards we would not fit the financial criteria for bringing another child into the home. In 
2015, China lowered some of their income requirements so we proceeded toward the application and approval process with 
Bethany Christian Services. It has been a long process mainly due to waiting until the funds were available to pay for the next 
step and waiting on God’s timing. Our home study was completed in December 2016, which allowed us to begin applying for 
grants. Prayerfully we applied to Katelyn’s Fund and thankfully were awarded $3,000 toward the adoption of our little girl. We 
recently finished our dossier and are waiting for our referral from China.
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It has been so overwhelming, humbling and faith building to see God’s provision for our every need in this whole process. His 
continued faithfulness brings us peace and joy at just the right times. It is awesome to see how His people join together for 
one purpose. We have had many give financially, commit to praying for our family, the process, and the little girl we have yet 
to meet or see. The grant process is completely worth the time and effort and it connects us with brothers and sisters in Christ 
outside our church family. Through prayer, waiting for God’s timing, and seeing how He decides to provide for each step we 
have seen our children’s faith grow and their love for adoption grow and become more than an abstract idea or commandment. 
We currently have four children. Samuel 15, Benjamin 13, Abigail 11, and Elizabeth 9. We continue to wait while trusting God 
for his perfect timing and hope to update you with our adoptive daughter’s picture when we finally meet her. We are thankful 
to God and to the generous people of Katelyn’s Fund for being a part of this journey and for helping us make our adoption a 
reality.

The Jackson Family

Jason and Heather

Children: Benjamin (14), Carlee (13), Maddy (10), Jaylee (9), 
Bereket (7), Jingbo (4)

Church: Hopesprings,  in Sioux City, IA

After we adopted our son, Bereket, from Ethiopia in 2011, we thought there would be a possibility we would adopt again in 
the future, however, we did not know when. After much prayer, discernment, and conversation with our children, we started 
the process to adopt from China in January of 2016. When we started the adoption process, we truly felt that our family had 
the capacity to love and embrace another child. We were so anxious to learn who this child would be and did our best to wait 
patiently! In April of 2017 we received the referral of our son, Jingbo! Jingbo arrived home on August 31, 2017. He has been a 
joy and a delight! He has an active, fun, gentle, and loving personality. We are eager to see what the Lord has planned for his 
life. We are so thankful to be a family of 8; we have truly been blessed!

Our family is so thankful for the financial support we received through a grant from Katelyn’s Fund. We received our grant just 
as we were making our travel plans so the timing was impeccable. The financial support we received was a tangible outpouring 
of generosity that was so helpful in bringing home our son. In addition to the financial support, we also had the opportunity 
to spend time talking with the Katelyn’s Fund team to share our story and be prayed for. It was very evident that the team truly 
desired to get to know our family and lift our family up in prayer as we were anticipating meeting our son. We are so thankful 
for Katelyn’s Fund and their desire to support adoptive families through prayer, adoption grants, and post adoption support. 
We pray that many more families continue to be blessed through you!

The Kuipers Family

Josh and Lindsey

Children: Diamond (2)

For as long as I can remember, I have known the Lord has masterly crafted my heart 
for adoption. Meeting my husband and watching him walk out his unique identity as 
“father to fatherless” has only solidified that certainty. After we adopted our first daughter, 
Diamond, out of foster care, I felt like we were waiting for a “sign” to move forward again. 
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As much as I wanted to, my excuses were so plentiful: our daughter was still young with a long list of medical needs, we were 
still in the trenches of waiting on DHS paperwork to finalize her adoption, we had tremendous amounts of healing to still walk 
through from our last foster care placement; nothing about our past year was “easy”. It seemed silly to want to adopt again, 
but it consistently felt right. I told myself, “If only I had a sign, then I could point to that when people doubted me, or when I 
doubted myself...”

That sign never came, but His voice did. I felt the Holy Spirit ask me one night as I sat alone, “Who is the sign for? Is it a 
product of your faith or of your fear?” And then He reminded me what He made so obvious years and years before - we were 
written for this. I heard the Lord say, “Adoption is not something you will do. It is who you are. For so many people, adoption 
is a check. It’s good; it brings my babies home. But I have made it different for you. You don’t have to wait for my ‘go’ because I 
gave it to you years ago. All you need to do is say ‘yes’ again and continue walking in the identity I have rescued you and your 
family for. This is the road I have chosen for you.”

While we’re still waiting for our new little one to come home, we’re waiting with such anticipation and joy. He’s taught us what 
it means to wait for a birth mom, not just a baby. To advocated and be a voice for the voiceless already around us. To daily 
be readying our hearts, making preparation for celebration. To fearlessly share our story, and invite others to be a part of it. 
Katelyn’s Fund has walked with us in so much of that - warriors interceding on behalf of our story. Long before this grant, they 
were our family and our friends, and we will be forever grateful for the many ways they’ve showed us support. They really have 
been (and will continue to be) part of what makes it possible to bring our babies - HIS babies - home.

The Morrow Family

Zawadi & Erin

Children: Cohen (2)

Church: A Seattle Church; Seattle, WA

Over many years, long before we were even married, God was weaving together a beautiful story, made possible through 
adoption. Zawadi was unexpectedly adopted from the Congo at just a few months old, as his mother died in child-birth with 
him. His adoption began a legacy of hope and promise that could not be forgotten. We want to continue to be a part of that 
magnificent legacy and splendid hope that comes through a family wrapping their arms around each other, loving each other 
fiercely, and walking together through all that life brings. We are ready to be family to a little one who doesn’t yet have the 
family that they long for.  After much research, much prayer, and a huge leap of faith, we plan to adopt internationally, from 
China. 

We plan to go through China’s special needs program for our next amazing child. Our family will be a beautiful kaleidoscope of 
color and culture! Our agency has been very helpful and also very honest about the financial investment that this will be. Our 
faith is stretched by this endeavor, but we believe that we are being equipped to be Daddy, Mommy, and brother to our next 
family addition in this way. How grateful we are for the blessing of Katelyn’s Fund! The grant has provided not only funds for 
the financial investment, but it has also provided a connection to believers in the adoption community who have encouraged 
us beyond what we ever expected! We are so humbled and grateful! 

Adoption is messy. Adoption is raw. Adoption is needed because our world is broken. Adoption is needed because it redeems 
brokenness. Adoption is needed because it is healing salve. Adoption brings light. Adoption fosters much grace. Adoption is a 
journey of faith and is a visible Gospel. We were changed in tremendous ways when we gave birth to our son, Cohen. We are 
ready to be changed once again, by the child that is waiting for us.
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The Plankenhorn Family

Trevor and Kathy

Children: Luke (10) and Emily(9)

Church: Ridgepoint Church, Winter Haven FL

Serving in Jarabacoa, Dominican Republic
My husband, Trevor, and I (Kathy) work and serve at Doulos Discovery School in Jarabacoa, Dominican Republic. This school 
provides children with a quality Christian education, and provides scholarships to over 100 low‐income families. We have 
two children, Luke (10) and Emily (9). Through our ministry, we have seen the beauty and restoration of God’s hand in the 
Dominican Republic, and we’ve seen the struggles and heartaches, too. These people fill our hearts, and without them, a piece 
of us would be missing. It seemed only natural that we would choose to adopt a child in need from the Dominican Republic. 
The process has not been easy or fast-paced. We continue to wait on God and the government to provide us a match. 

Adoption is not a sudden decision for us. Shortly after our second child was born, I was diagnosed with a rare blood cancer 
called, Essential Thrombocythemia. While I am currently very healthy and maintaining excellent levels, I continue to take an 
oral chemotherapy medicine. It is advised that I not become pregnant again, as the medicine could pass through the placenta 
and be toxic to a growing baby. While being missionaries on the ground in the DR has provided potential advantages for 
adopting a child here, it also provides some set‐backs. Well, one rather large one. Finances. As missionaries, we fundraise for 
our entire salaries. We have learned to live on a very small salary and live a comfortable, but modest lifestyle. This also means 
that our fundraising resources (re: friends and family) are very limited as many of them already give generously to support our 
living expenses. While the task of fundraising nearly $40,000 for the adoption felt daunting at times, we had faith that God 
would provide the finances required to bring a child home. We were so blessed not only by the financial aspect of Katelyn’s 
Fund, but also by the time of prayer and encouraging words during the interview. We absolutely could not have done this 
without the generosity and goodwill of grants like Katelyn’s Fund. Though the waiting is hard, God affirmed His plan for us 
time and time again through financial blessings and encouraging messengers like Katelyn’s Fund. We covet your prayers as we 
continue on the journey!

The Roberts Family

Scott and Jennifer

Children: Elizabeth (20), Morgan (18), Rebekah (16), Zecha-
riah (14), Caleb (13), Gracelynn (11), Faithanne (10)

Church: Hope in Christ Church in Bellingham, WA

Adoption! Amazing! A great adventure! A life-changing event! A big risk?!

Adoption is our story, in more than one way…As Christians, each of us shares the story of adoption. God took the huge risk of 
loving naughty, dirty, lonely, squirrely, angry, you and me. He chose to adopt each of us into his eternal family, and make us like 
his Son, Jesus. Wow! We really need to take a few minutes to let that soak in.  When we were unlovable, He loved us. 
 
Adoption is part of our past story…Seven and a half years ago God brought two little girls, sisters, from Ethiopia into our lives 
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through adoption. God’s hand was written all over their story, and still is.  It was no mistake that they were placed in our family.  
It was their birth-mother’s prayer and God’s divine intervention and sovereign will that they be in our family. And it was 
Katelyn’s Fund that helped make it happen financially. Thank you to each of you who donate to help bring our little ones home. 
Today they are thriving and each of them is learning to love God and be loved by God. 

Adoption is part of our present story…Many people are perplexed that we would choose to adopt again, now.  It’s been seven 
years, why not sooner? Why now?  Just as God’s plan is sovereign, so is His timing.  Through the years, we have thought, 
prayed, and contemplated adopting again, but there was always some barrier that stood in our way, financial (not making 
enough to meet country guidelines), number of children (yes, there are quite a few of us), countries closing or slowing to no 
referrals (yes, we thought about going back to Ethiopia, but timing wasn’t right).  Last fall our family situation changed, our 
oldest two daughters headed off to college at Moody Bible Institute. I, Jen, have made it a practice to pray through waiting child 
lists for each child to find a loving, Christian family.  I am firmly convinced that orphans need to be in Christian homes where 
they will hear the gospel over and over.  While praying through the list, the last little boy on the list just really stood out to 
me.  I asked my husband about him, and well, the rest is history. Soon we will be on our way to bring home our next son from 
China.  

I hope that if you are reading this that your story includes adoption, and you understand the love your heavenly Father has for 
you, calling you into his family.  Maybe your story includes adopting and you, like we were, are not in a place to adopt again, 
would you join me in praying for waiting children, that the Lord would put each of those children into a loving, Christian 
home?  Maybe, like us you have thought about adoption but God said no, or wait, maybe you have had a change that might 
make now the right time…Maybe it’s time to ask again.  God’s timing is perfect! Maybe He has that perfect little son, daughter, 
or even sibling set waiting for you

The Tumey Family

Rob and Maureen

Children: Lauryn (18), Sydney (16), Hudson (14), Carter (13), 
Isaac (13), Yisak “Zack” (11), Abraham (11), Isaiah (8), Serena 
(7), Amadea (7)  Haven (5)-newly adopted from China  and 
Sophie Kate (3)-newly adopted from China

Church: The Summit Church, Raleigh, NC

Our family is incredibly grateful to and thankful for Katelyn’s fund.  We have 5 biological children, and in 2010 and 2012 
adopted 5 children from Ethiopia. We were a happy, busy family, with lives full of church, soccer, IEP meetings, family time, 
and therapies. 

We have always had a burden for children with special needs, and 3 of our children from Ethiopia have varying degrees 
of special needs. When God put it on our hearts to adopt again, we knew that He must have a plan to provide financially. 
With a large family, and lots of medical expenses and therapies, we couldn’t see exactly how, but we went ahead and started 
the process. Each step of the way, God provided. Near the end of our adoption process, right as we were about to travel to 
China, and needed funds for expenses in China, (such as orphanage fees, medical exams for the girls), we received a call from 
Katelyn’s Fund. We talked via Skype for an hour. We both agree that this time spent with Katelyn’s Fund, was one of the most 
encouraging and valuable times we had in our adoption journey. We received counsel, encouragement, and prayer. We walked 
away refreshed. The adoption journey can be hard, discouragements can be real, but Katelyn’s Fund ministered to us in a 
special and loving way. With the financial assistance from Katelyn’s Fund we were able to meet our remaining needs for our 
adoption. 

In July, we brought Sophie Kate, who has Down Syndrome, and Haven, who has PKU, into our family. Once orphans, they are 
now precious and loved daughters, sisters, and grandchildren. Our family is incredibly grateful to and thankful for Katelyn’s 
Fund, for their financial assistance, and their spiritual care.
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